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IN RECOGNITION OF FERNANDO 

‘‘FRED’’ C. MACHADO 

HON. DEVIN NUNES 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 3, 2003

Mr. NUNES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the contributions of Fred Machado 
to the community and agricultural industry of 
the great Central Valley of California. 

Mr. Machado emigrated from the island of 
Flores in the Azores, Portugal in 1949 with his 
family at the age of 16. He worked as an agri-
cultural laborer for a couple of years before 
joining the U.S. Navy and proudly served in 
the Korean War. 

After fulfilling his duty to his country, Mr. 
Machado returned home and married Maxine 
Finney. They purchased a farm and started a 
family. He was successful in both. 

Mr. Machado now operates a 1,500-cow 
dairy, along with 730 acres of diversified 
crops, including almonds, grapes, prunes and 
other field crops. 

Over the years, Mr. Machado has served on 
numerous agricultural industry boards. He was 
appointed to the USDA Agricultural Trade Ad-
visory Committee during the Reagan Adminis-
tration, served on the board of the California 
Farm Bureau Federation, as well as the Fres-
no County Farm Bureau. 

He has also served on the Fresno District 
Fair Board, the Fresno County Republican 
Central Committee, the Fresno County 
Cabrillo Club, the St. Jude Church in Easton 
and Ag One, among others. 

On Aug. 23, the Ag One Foundation will be-
stow the Community Salute honor on Mr. 
Machado. Proceeds from the event will estab-
lish the Ag One—Fernando ‘Fred’ C. Machado 
Scholarship Endowment fund, which will ben-
efit students pursuing a degree in the College 
of Agricultural Sciences and Technology at the 
California State University, Fresno. 

Please join me in extending congratulations 
to Mr. Machado.

f 

TRIBUTE TO TONY DEMARZO 

HON. GINNY BROWN-WAITE 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 3, 2003

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to honor Tony DeMarzo, 
of the Hernando County 10–13 Club, an orga-
nization of retired New York police officers in 
my Fifth Congressional District of Florida. 

Serving as President, Vice President and 
Director of this organization throughout his 10-
year involvement with the 10–13 Club, Tony 
has shown exemplary leadership and leader-
ship. 

Recently, Tony, a personal friend of mine, 
was honored by his fellow members with a 
plaque commemorating his service to the or-
ganization. 

Mr. Speaker, I’d like to read the inscription 
from that plaque as I believe it outlines a few 
of the many reasons Tony’s friends have cho-
sen to honor him: 

It reads: ‘‘In recognition of his distinguished 
leadership and strong stewardship this plaque 
is awarded to Antonio ‘‘Tony’’ DeMarzo by his 

many friends and fellow members of the 
Hernando County 10–13 whereas during the 
last ten years as President, Vice President, 
and Director, Tony has overseen and guided 
the organization to the fruition of many goals. 
During his most recent tenure Tony estab-
lished an honor guard, a booster Club and has 
dramatically increased both the membership 
and the treasury. Further, he organized the 9–
11 disaster fund which raised many thousands 
of dollars. He also hosted the very successful 
2002 national convention. He has been instru-
mental in creating and maintaining the profes-
sional rapport that exists today between the 
Hernando County 10–13 and the Hernando 
County Sheriff’s Department.’’

Mr. Speaker, as we all since 9–11 have 
been reminded of the importance that our law 
enforcement officials play in securing our 
streets and communities, I believe it is also 
important to honor those who have retired 
from the profession. Their many years of 
noble service are not to be overlooked. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my colleagues 
to join me in congratulating Tony DeMarzo for 
his service while in uniform and his undying 
commitment to community, which has endured 
long after he stopped wearing the uniform.

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MR. JULIAN 
BATLAN 

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 3, 2003

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
laud the accomplishments of Mr. Julian Batlan. 
Mr. Batlan is a truly remarkable individual. He 
is someone who has unconditionally volun-
teered his service time and time again to New 
Jersey’s sixth Congressional District, the State 
of New Jersey, and to the United States of 
America. 

Mr. Batlan comes from a family steeped in 
rich and noble history. He descends from the 
first Jewish man to settle on the eastern 
shores of America in 1655, Mr. Jacob 
Barsimon. He is also related to Mr. Simon M. 
Levy who in 1802 was a member of the first 
graduating class of cadets at the U.S. Military 
Academy at West Point. 

Mr. Batlan, himself, has held his own and 
has reached the ranks of many of his highly 
esteemed relatives. His military record is stel-
lar. Mr. Batlan is a decorated combat soldier, 
serving in World War II in the U.S. 1st Army, 
1st Infantry Division in both the 7th and 9th 
Corps in the European Theater of Operations. 
He also fought on the fields during the Battle 
of the Bulge in Rhineland. For his bravery and 
wounds on the battlefield, Mr. Batlan has re-
ceived the Silver Star, the Bronze Star, and 
the Purple Heart. After the war, Mr. Batlan did 
not stop serving his country. He was able to 
successfully move from the stage of war to the 
realm of domestic service through his mem-
bership in the Jewish War Veterans. 

Mr. Batlan joined the Jewish War Veterans 
Elin-Unger Post 273 in June 1946. As the 
charter commander, he was instrumental in 
founding and organizing the Manalapan-Marl-
boro, NJ Post 972. Mr. Batlan was the first 
commander of the Jewish War Veterans Mon-
mouth-Ocean County Council to ever be elect-
ed to two terms of office. Mr. Batlan pioneered 

the highly publicized, annual J.W.V public rela-
tions breakfast programs to encourage friend-
ship and understanding between the Jewish 
and the Italian community. Mr. Batlan contin-
ued to unite different cultural groups when he 
established the Martin Luther King Jr. Brother-
hood Breakfast to build bridges between the 
Jewish community and African-American Com-
munity. 

Mr. Batlan’s strong belief in community 
building, has led him to serve as President of 
the Kiwanis International of Eatontown, NJ. He 
also served as the Scoutmaster of Troop 230, 
Boy Scouts of America, Linden, NJ. These dif-
ferent activities are just a handful of the many 
organizations that Mr. Batlan has helped to 
strengthen. 

Once again, Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
congratulate Mr. Batlan for his energy and 
vigor in serving the American people, through 
fighting for democracy in World War II to build-
ing bridges of equality today. I ask that my 
colleagues join me in honoring the distin-
guished Mr. Julian Batlan.

f 

TRIBUTE TO RAY TREMBLAY 

HON. GINNY BROWN-WAITE 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 3, 2003

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to honor Ray Tremblay, 
a constitutent of mine, residing in Levy County 
in my Fifth Congressional District. Mr. 
Tremblay, an honorable officer of the law in 
the city of Chiefland, was recently named the 
department’s 2003 Officer of the Year by his 
colleagues and superiors and I want to take 
this opportunity before this body to honor him 
and to say a few words about why he is de-
serving of this noble distinction. 

Ray Tremblay has served the Chiefland 
community for nearly a decade. Beginning his 
service in 1994, he has been a highly visible 
member of the Chiefland Police Department, 
attending many school functions and stressing 
the importance of staying off drugs, wearing 
seatbelts, and the importance of public service 
and safety. 

Additionally, he has been active in the 
‘‘Buckle Up’’ program and with the ‘‘Click-It or 
Ticket’’ program, ensuring safety on our high-
ways by issuing numerous warnings and cita-
tions to motorists failing to comply with Flor-
ida’s seatbelt laws. 

Ray Tremblay has been described by 
Chiefland’s Chief of Police as someone who 
always shows the utmost respect and consid-
eration for his fellow officers and supervisors. 
Always willing to lend a hand, always help 
cover a shift, and work extra hours without 
complaint, Mr. Tremblay is a true example of 
what public servants should be. 

Having law enforcement officers like him is 
what makes our streets and communities safe 
and what inspires youngsters to continue in 
the profession of noble, honorable service to 
their neighbors. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my colleagues 
to join me in saluting Mr. Tremblay and all offi-
cers of the law, for the work they do is invalu-
able and of immeasurable importance to our 
society and to our safety.
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MEDIC RESCUE’S 25 YEARS OF 

SERVICE 

HON. MELISSA A. HART 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 3, 2003

Ms. HART. Mr. Speaker, on September 
12th, I will have the honor of paying tribute to 
some of my district’s most vital heroes in a 
ceremony commemorating Medic Rescue’s 25 
years of service. The professionals of Medic 
Rescue, based in Bridgewater, PA provided 
life-sustaining medical services and emer-
gency transport to more than 40,000 citizens 
in my district last year. 

In addition to commending their commitment 
to service, the staff of Medic Rescue should 
also be praised for their efforts, through var-
ious community service programs, to reach 
out to children, seniors, and the disabled. 

The times we live in pose never-before-con-
ceived-of threats to our citizens. It is reas-
suring to know that my constituents can ben-
efit from this enduring team of first-responders 
who have a commitment to their patients and 
their community. 

I ask all of my colleagues in the House of 
Representatives to join me in thanking these 
brave men and women for their profes-
sionalism, their ability to work under pressure, 
and their effectiveness in carrying out their 
critical mission.

f 

A TRIBUTE TO GARY CARTER: A 
NATIONAL BASEBALL GREAT 

HON. MARK FOLEY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 3, 2003

Mr. FOLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and congratulate Gary Carter on his in-
duction into the National Baseball Hall of 
Fame. On Sunday, July 27, 2003 Gary be-
came the 14th catcher to be enshrined into 
the 256-member club. 

Mr. Speaker, Gary brings with his induction 
a phenomenal record of talent and service. 

After being selected in the third round of the 
1972 free agent draft by the Montreal Expos, 
Gary made the Major League Baseball (MLB) 
club in 1974. A year later, he was selected as 
an All-Star and named the Sporting News Na-
tional League Rookie of the Year. From there, 
‘‘The Kid’’—the nickname he acquired be-
cause of his ever-present smile and youthful 
passion for the game—led the Expos to their 
first, and so far only, playoff appearance in 
1981. 

In 1985, he was traded to the New York 
Mets. That year, he proved a steady hand in 
leading a young Mets team to a second-place 
finish. However, it was the following year—
1986—that proved to be the crowning 
achievement in Gary Carter’s illustrious ca-
reer. That was the year the Mets rocketed to 
the top of the National League East, capturing 
the division title and eventually the World Se-
ries Championship over the Boston Red Sox. 

Gary remained the Mets’ catcher through 
1989. After single-seasons with the San Fran-
cisco Giants and then the Los Angeles Dodg-
ers, he returned in 1992 to the team that gave 
him his first shot in the majors—the Expos—

where he finished his star-studded, 19-year 
career. 

After retirement, Gary continued to work in 
the game as a broadcaster for the Florida 
Marlins and the Montreal Expos. In 2002, he 
was named a minor league catching instructor 
for the New York Mets. 

What has always impressed me the most 
about Gary is not only his on-field accomplish-
ments, but his steadfast commitment to his 
community in Florida. Gary has been a key 
player in helping to raise more than $6 million 
for the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society by 
hosting golf tournaments at various Palm 
Beach County courses. The Gary Carter 
Foundation based in West Palm Beach has 
been instrumental in having thousands of dol-
lars in computers, software and books do-
nated to Palm Beach County schools as well 
as gifts to local children who make strides in 
the ‘‘Reading Counts’’ program. 

For all of his wonderful contributions both to 
baseball and to our community, I want to offer 
this tribute in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD to 
our friend, a community leader and Hall of 
Famer—Gary Carter.

f 

TRIBUTE TO JACK WILKINSON ON 
HIS 90TH BIRTHDAY 

HON. GINNY BROWN-WAITE 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 3, 2003

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to honor Jack Wilkinson, 
retired teacher in Leavy County. 

On Sunday, August 24, Mr. Wilkinson cele-
brated his 90th birthday. As the son of a pio-
neering family who moved to the area in the 
1840s, Mr. Wilkinson spent most of his years 
in Leavy County. As a child, he helped his 
parents on their farm. The neighborhood 
school he attended, Union School, was one 
room with grades 1–6 and was used as a 
church on the weekends. He went on to earn 
his teaching certificate from the University of 
Florida, which only enrolled 4,000 students at 
the time, and is proud to say he saw the very 
first football game played in ‘‘the swamp.’’ Mr. 
Wilkinson then returned to his hometown of 
Chiefland, where he lives today. After dedi-
cating half of his life to teaching math and 
helping students at the very high school he at-
tended, Chiefland High School, Mr. Wilkinson 
quietly retired to his farm. 

I commend Mr. Wilkinson for the teaching 
services he provided and the 90 years he has 
given his community.

f 

HEALTHCARE BILL OF RIGHTS 
FOR ALL AMERICANS 

HON. BARNEY FRANK 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 3, 2003

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker, 
during the recess, I was pleased to meet with 
a group of representatives of The United Steel 
Workers in my district. They presented me 
with a petition with which I am in strong agree-
ment—calling on those of us who serve in 
Congress ‘‘to pledge their support for the 

Healthcare Bill of Rights in its entirety.’’ In par-
ticular, this petition cited the importance of 
three key principles, which are: First, everyone 
has a right to quality healthcare, regardless of 
financial standing. The government must in-
sure that no American is denied needed 
healthcare services because of inability to pay; 
second, healthcare should be affordable for all 
who need it. The government must see that 
healthcare costs are brought under control; 
and third, everyone has a right to affordable 
prescription drugs. The government must in-
sure that every American has prescription 
drug coverage. No one should be forced to 
choose whether or not to buy needed pre-
scribed medicine based on how much money 
they have. 

Mr Speaker, I will not enter here the long list 
of names of signers of this petition. But I be-
lieve that Members should be aware of the 
strong sentiment that exists on behalf of such 
an important public policy. And I salute the 
Steel Workers of America and those who have 
taken the lead in organizing this petition in my 
own district and elsewhere, for their commit-
ment to a better America.

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE 98TH BOMBARD-
MENT VETERANS ASSOCIATION 

HON. KEN CALVERT 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 3, 2003

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and pay tribute to a group whose sac-
rifices, patriotism, and contributions to our 
country are immeasurable. I am honored that 
the 98th Bombardment Veterans Association 
will be having their annual reunion in my con-
gressional district this year. Their distinguished 
history is one of duty, honor, courage and sac-
rifice. 

The 98th Bombardment Group was con-
stituted on January 28, 1942, at Barksdale 
Field, Louisiana. They were activated on Feb-
ruary 3, 1942, at McDill Field, Florida with B–
24 Liberator Bombers and continued their 
training at Ft. Myers and Drane Field, Florida. 

On July 15, 1942, the 98th was alerted and 
departed for the Middle East, arriving in Pal-
estine in late July. The 98th was initially as-
signed to the United States Middle East Air 
Force. They flew their first mission to Mersa 
Metruh on August 1, 1942. 

One of their most famous missions was on 
August 1, 1943 when 47 B–24s launched for 
a low-level raid to Ploesti and only 21 returned 
safely. The Group Commander, Colonel John 
R. Kane was awarded the Medal of Honor for 
his leadership. On another raid on Ploesti on 
July 9, 1944, Lieutenant Donald Pucket sac-
rificed his life trying to save three of his crew-
members who could not or would not bail out 
of their aircraft. He was awarded the Medal of 
Honor posthumously for his sacrifice. 

The 98th continued the campaign against 
Nazi forces during the rest of World War II, fly-
ing a total of 417 missions and earning a total 
of 15 battle streamers as well as two Presi-
dential Citations. The 98th returned to the U.S. 
in April of 1945 and was re-designated the 
98th Bombardment Group. 

In 1950, with the beginning of the Korean 
Conflict, the 98th arrived at Yokota Air Base, 
Japan and flew their first mission to Korea on 
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